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 A virtual meeting of the Long Island Rail Road Commuter Council (LIRRCC) was held at 4:30 pm on Thursday, May 14, 2026 via Zoom. The public and members unable to attend in person joined via Zoom. This was an unofficial meeting and there was no quorum.


Member Attendance 

Gerard P. Bringmann (Chair)	        			Present- virtual 
Brit Byrd							Absent
Bryan Peranzo 			       			Absent
Larry Rubinstein (Vice-Chair)	       			Absent
Christy Tolbert 			       			Absent 



Staff Attendance 

Lisa Daglian (Executive Director)			           Absent
Brian Fritsch (Associate Director)				Present
Kara Gurl (Planning & Advocacy Manager)		Present
Jessica Spezio (Administrative Assistant)		Present

 

Non-member Attendance 

Name 							Affiliation 

Ana Garcia 							LIRR
Adam W. 							Concerned Citizen	









Approval of Agenda May 14, 2026
Approval of Agenda April 16, 2026
Approval of Agenda February 12, 2026
Approval of Agenda January 8, 2026
Approval of Agenda November 6, 2025
Approval of Agenda October 9, 2025 

Approval of Minutes April 16, 2026 
Approval of Minutes February 12, 2026
Approval of Minutes January 8, 2026
Approval of Minutes August 7, 2025  


Chair’s Report: 

· Gerry reported that a LIRR strike is very likely, with union and MTA positions far apart.
· Noted that if the MTA agrees to the union’s demands, riders could face an 8% fare increase in 2027 instead of the currently planned 4%.
· If no agreement is reached, there will be no LIRR train service over the weekend in the event of a strike, with a walkout expected at 12:01 p.m. and possible advance train repositioning.
· Beginning Monday (if the strike occurs), free bus service will run from six Long Island locations during peak periods (approx. 4:30–9:00 a.m. westbound, 3:00–7:00 p.m. eastbound), connecting to the A and F subway lines; subway fares will still apply.
· Provided estimated subway travel times from Howard Beach (A) and Jamaica–179 St (F) and stressed the need for riders to plan return trips carefully to avoid missing the last evening buses.
· Advised commuters to avoid staying late in Manhattan on the eve of a possible strike and to be cautious about weekend travel plans, especially to the Hamptons without a backup (e.g., Hampton Jitney).
· Emphasized that while negotiations are ongoing near the PCAC office, the outlook does not appear favorable, and commuters should “hope for the best, but prepare for the worst.”

LIRR Potential Strike Updates: By Ana Garcia

· Confirmed details of the six bus locations (including Bayshore, Hempstead Lake State Park, Hicksville, Huntington, Mineola, Ronkonkoma) and their respective subway connections to Howard Beach–JFK (A) and Jamaica–179 St (F).
· Clarified peak bus hours: 4:30–9:00 a.m. toward Manhattan; 3:00–7:00 p.m. eastbound.
· Reported ongoing stakeholder briefings and in-person outreach/tabling at Jamaica, Penn Station, and Grand Central.
· Noted recommended passenger drop-off locations at several accessible subway stations (e.g., Far Rockaway–Mott Ave, Kew Gardens–Union Tpke, Ozone Park–Lefferts Blvd, Sheepshead Bay, Woodhaven).
· Stated intent to offer prorated refunds for May monthly ticket holders for days with service suspended due to a strike, pending board approval.


Social Media and Communications Update: by Kara Gurl  


Strike-related concerns and continued disapproval of the new ticket activation policy.

Executive Director update: by Lisa Daglian & Staff :

N/A 


Old/ New  Business:  

None


Action items:


Adjourned 
 
Meeting recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVyTS2SVnYI

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Daglian 
Executive Director
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